
A message from the Principal and Assistant Principal 

Dear Cactus Valley Families,
 
“When educating the minds of our youth, we must not forget to educate their hearts.” (Dalai Lama)  This 
quote seemed fitting as we begin the month of February!  We truly believe CVE not only has the best staff 
and teachers who are invested in teaching the whole child, but we also have amazing parent and family 
support to ensure the best education for our students!  As families, we know you are instrumental in the 
education, both heart and mind, of your child. Your continued support of your child’s education does make a 
difference!
 
We have a lot of learning and happenings to keep everyone busy at CVE throughout the month of February:

 • CVE Hosts the School Board Meeting on February 11th 

 • 8:05-9:00 Pastries with the Principals at CVE (See more info. below)  

 • Our students will be celebrating Valentine’s Day on Thursday, Feb. 13th.  Look for more information to 
be sent home from your child’s classroom teacher. 

 • No School on Monday, February 17th, President’s Day 

 • February 25th, 100th Day of School!  

Please join Simone Richardson and Kelly Detlefsen on Tuesday, February 11th at 8:05 in the cafeteria for 
Pastries with the Principals!  This is an opportunity for you to get to know us, to ask questions, and to help 
us make CVE an even better school for our students, staff, and families!  We appreciate your input and look 
forward to seeing you!

We want to thank our families for having your students at school on time and well prepared for learning each 
day. Our students’ academic day continues until dismissal (3:45) each afternoon, and it’s important that 
students are not dismissed early unless an unavoidable appointment or emergency is involved as valuable 
instruction from the teacher is missed.  As always, thank you for supporting the teaching and learning that is 
taking place here at Cactus Valley Elementary School!

Sincerely, 
Kelly Detlefsen, Principal 
Simone Richardson, Assistant Principal
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Counselor’s Corner

We are in the thick of winter. Remember to make sure your students dress appropriately for the cold 
weather and don’t forget to check lost and found for items your students may have left here at school. 
In Character Education, K-3rd will discuss responsibility and what that looks like as a student and in 
the home.  4th and 5th grade we will learn how gossip and rumors create problems.  

Totes for Hope sign up forms went out the first week of school. Totes for Hope helps families in need 
by providing 6-8 non-perishable items of food weekly and is delivered on Wednesdays. If you would like 
to sign up, please contact me.  

Winter weather is upon us. If your student needs hats, gloves, coats, etc...please contact me and I can 
help find your student what they need.

Happy Valentine’s month and enjoy the Monday holiday of President’s Day.

If you have questions or concerns about your student or need referrals for mental health services, 
please call Ms. Amy Chabin, 665-7764. 

Lost and Found 

Please remember to check lost and found for any items you student may be 
missing. It is located outside of the CVE office. 

Girls on the Run  
It’s time to register! 3rd-5th grade girls will have the opportunity to join for Girls on the Run, a 10 
week program that empowers girls to be active members of a team and run a 5K race in Fruita on 
May 2.  Practices begin February 18 and continue on Tuesdays and Thursdays (new days this year) 
from 3:45-5:15pm.  This is our 13th year with GOTR and we are happy to work with this new group 
of girls!  Paper registrations are available in Ms. Zetah’s room.  Online registration is at 
www.gotrwesterncolorado.org 

Jenny Zetah, Cindy Davis, Margaret Hesse, and Teka Israel, coaches 
       

Kitchen News!  
Hello Parents: I just wanted to give a great big THANK YOU to all the Christmas Fairies 2019 that paid in full ALL of the 
student lunch debt! My heart is full knowing we live in such a great community! 

Thank you   
Monica Peyton 
CVE Kitchen Manager,  970-665-7878  

http://www.gotrwesterncolorado.org/


Music Notes 

“In my own philanthropy and business endeavors, I have seen the critical role that the arts 
play in stimulating creativity and in developing vital communities ...the arts have a crucial 
impact on our economy and are an important catalyst for learning, discovery, and 
achievement in our country.”  –  Paul G. Allen, Co-Founder, Microsoft
 

1st grade just started on their musical StoneSou!  A fun musical adapted from the fable. Great reading 
opportunity for parents at home!
 
2nd grade has been working on their play Squirm!.  The performance will be on March 12th of this year. Notes 
have started being sent home with reminders and times for parents that can help with the play to come in to 
get things ready for this wonderful play.

The 3rd and 4th grade will be learning the pitch names for the staff.  We will use this to move along with 
melody, and eventually playing the recorder. Meanwhile, both grades will be looking at singing in tune with 
solfege and rhythms. We will be finishing tempo and dynamics.

5th grade if finishing up their last composition in music class on their Chromebooks. Parents can listen to what 
they are creating in class at home through their Google Classroom platform.
 
Choir has started again here at CVE. We meet twice a week, once at 7:30 am before school on Tuesday and 
again during school on Thursday.  We will have a concert at the end of the year on May 14th and travel to 
Elitch Gardens to perform on May 20th. 
 
The choir will have a fundraising dance in the evening of March to help with the choir’s adventure over to 
Denver to perform. The dance is open to everyone. The cost will be $3 per student or $10 to cover the whole 
family. We will also be selling some food items and fun glow things. More about this to come very soon.

Are You Smarter Than A 5th Grader? 

You are invited to the 5th grade fundraiser on Thursday, February 20th. We are raising money for 
the field trip in the spring and our graduation ceremony. The fundraiser will be a game of "Are You 
Smarter Than a 5th Grader?"  We will as many games as we can of one adult (16+) playing against 
a team of six 5th graders. The questions will come from CMAS questions from grades 1-5. There 
will be an entry fee for spectators ($3/person or $10/family.) You can also win prizes as a participant 
and a spectator! We will be selling pizza, popcorn & beverages, too! If you are interested in playing, 
sign up at http://bit.ly/areyousmarter5th. We also need volunteers to help with setup, cleanup and 
running concessions. If you are able to volunteer, please contact Ms. Israel 970-665-7877 
or tisrael@garfieldre2.net. This will be a really fun event and we hope you can make it! 

http://bit.ly/areyousmarter5th
mailto:tisrael@garfieldre2.net


February is Dental Health Month…Here are a few tips for “healthy” teeth: 

  

 



Garfield County Outdoors Survey 

Garfield County Outdoors (works with Re-2) is trying to assess the current needs and interests 
of connecting youth to the outdoors in our community and how we can improve in the future.  

  
The survey is short (3-4 minutes), and, upon completion, you can enter a drawing to win a 
prize (state and national park passes, snowshoes, fishing poles, and more! Over $1400 in 
prizes will be given out to youth and adults. There is a separate adult and youth survey. 
Surveys must be submitted by February 14.  To learn more about what we do, visit our website 
by clicking here. 
  
Adult Survey: http://bit.ly/GCOAdultSurvey 
   
Youth Survey:   http://bit.ly/garcooutdooryouth  

Are You Smarter Than A 
5th Grader?

5th Grade Fundraiser

Thursday, February 20th 5-7pm 
Cactus Valley Elementary

There wi l l  be pizza, popcorn and beverages 
avai lable for purchase. There are prizes for 

spectators and players!

$3 Entry Fee$10 /Family
Everyone 

Welcome!

Want to play? Scan the QR code and fi l l  out 
the form! (Adults & 5th Graders 

only el ig ible to play)
http://bit. ly/areyousmarter5th

Pizza & Popcorn

https://sites.google.com/garfield16.org/garfield-county-outdoors/home?authuser=1&scrlybrkr=d6324023
http://bit.ly/GCOAdultSurvey
http://bit.ly/garcooutdooryouth

